HESITATIONS
he remained a stranger to the best side of the German, people, and disliked it as much as he did the French. Nevertheless, his vision was clear, and, six years before, he had told his countrymen openly that Germany's activities were perfectly comprehensible; that they themselves would lay in stores of ships and guns, if they had to face the possibility of a European war with the enemy on either flank. Time and again he had condemned the armaments race as senseless. Of all the Cabinet, he was certainly the least of a man of the world, and also the least of a typical Englishman.
The last of the five was both of these. Churchill, a descendant of the Duke*of Marlborough, half American by blood and a man of worldwide experience, was certainly bent on strengthening  the  country which   had helped him to power and position. Neither meditative like Grey nor placid like Asquith, neither a deep thinker like Haldane nor a man of the people like Lloyd George, though an extremely talented writer and historian,  he had knocked about for a decade or two, partly for adventure's sake, sampling wars and continents, shining  in, the  arts  and  sciences,   writing   brilliant   books   about military administration and free trade, which were always, also, books about Churchill; always fertile of imagination, always keen of eye and swift of foot. He had don© much to further the  British naval  expansion.   Swashbuckler that he was, he knew what war was like;  he and Enver Pasha were probably the only Ministers in. Europe at that time who had had personal experience of soldiering at the front.
Of the five important Cabinets in Europe, the British, which was practically controlled by these five men, was feast anxious for war, opposed it longest, and yet & to stop it, although it was precisely this Cabinet, W*r only this Cabinet, that could have succeeded.German method of dealing with social questions, but unfamiliar as he was with the arts and sciences,
